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Gazette Staft Wr~rcitr 

LEWlSTOiL -?'tie federal Department 
of Energy oftici.d who n ~ a n a g e s  the for- 
mer  Lake Ont 'irio Ordnance Works said 
~t will be up to the state or the federal 
government - ~io t  the DOE - to decide 
whether the L O O W  slte is developed into 
a regtonal wa\tch repository. 

"Policy m,iht.r a dre separate from us," 
said DOE L)trr.i'lur of 'I'ect~nical Se rv~ces  
Dlvtsion G .  Led Keller. "Our responsibll- 
~ t y  ts to take pulicy and translate ~t Into 
actlon." 

Keller said t i l t .  DOE does not advocate 
eloping the  bite for a regional waste 

...p os~ to ry ,  a s  orl~er DOE offic~als have 
s a ~ d .  But he wokld not rule out that  posst- 
billty because of what other state or  fed- 
era l  legislat~vc. bodleb may determine. 

"Our iinrnc.di~tt? plans a r e  to improve 
the quaiity of storage at  the site for the 
next two years,"  he said. But a decksion 

to bring wastes from other areas  for stor- 
age here "would have to be tntt~ated by 
other interests, hke the states," he add- 
ed 

And before any decision 1s made - no 
mdtter who makes tt - lt cannot be im- 
plemented until a serles of tests under the 
National Environmental Policy Act a re  
completed, Keller s a ~ d  

lncluded d5 pdrt of the N E P A  test ts a 
state environmental impact statement, 
currently belng comptled by Bechtel Na- 
tiondl Inc., the DOE'S consultant a t  the 
LOOW slte. Beehtel also is respons~ble 
for carrytng out work a t  the Pletcher 
Road locat~on. 

Keller sald he has not been notifled 
about a meetlng scheduled for Tuesday 
a t  Town Hall during whlch restdents and 
local, state, federal and DOE officials a r e  
expected to discubs the future of the 191- 
acre stte 

The DOE, he said, currently 1s studying 
a "famlly of options" for the site, ranging 

from "leaving wastes there under suit- 
able storage to decontarn~nattng the stte 
and transporting wastes etsewhere." 

The future plans w ~ l l  be decided mainly 
on thew cost-effectiveness, he said. When 
asked how cost-effective the LOOW site 
IS, Keller responded, "Cost effective? 
That's a good site." 

"But there a r e  technical and instltu- 
t~ona l  questions that  we fvs t  must deal 
wtth," he added, 

Keller said the LOOW site "would be 
considered" for a regional waste reposi- 
tory if New York State officials wanted 
that poss~bility investigated. 

"Ninety-seven percent of the radioac- 
ttve wastes tn New York State a re  al- 
ready there," he said. "When you talk 
about that  being increased that  would 
only be by 3 percent. 

"If further use of that site is going to 
happen it would result from other sources - not the DOE." 

Keller was asked if one of those other 

" S O I I ~ C ~ S "  15 the s t t i t c  
"'l'hdt couid o c ~ u i  , "  I:c s ~ ~ d  "I'm not 

saylng ~t %auld occur, l'rn only s a y ~ n g  rt 
1s a possibiilty 

"You nidy be cu l t i i rg  elf sin cancers  
instead of one," h ~ .  b ~ i i l  III reference to 
the other radlodctlvr wcibli: sites in the 
state. b 

111 d t'ei,ktc~i 1 1 1 ~ t 1 t t ~ k . ~  b'rd~thilll E. coif- 
mdn. DOb: dctit~i: dlrectur, ottice of ter- 
mln;i wdste dlbp05,iI dlid r-erncdial ac- 
tton, ~ f l ~ c e  of nuclcdr errergy, s,ild d let- 
ter  from h ~ s  stdft m,y have been misin- 
terpreted. 

C o f f m ~ n  said d h o b  22 i e t l e ~  from 
.Fohn E B d u b i i t ~  "dtlcrni~tc~d to address 
the specific q u c s ~ i u ~ i ~  aitd concerns ex- 
pressed 111 the ~ i t i i ~ ~ ~ u c i d l  lil(lu1rles. 

"Specifically, rhe 1)OE t - t ~ s  not aecept- 
ed the rucommend~trrtris 111 the Bechtel 
preltmiriary drdft rcjlort, arid hds direct- 
ed Bechtel to Ierriliridte t u f  iher study of 
the use of tttr s ~ l c  d s  J regsonat disposal 
site." 
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